Common bile duct obstruction due to intraluminal metastatic melanoma.
Although metastatic melanoma is renowned for its propensity to spread to a wide range of sites, symptomatic metastases within the biliary tree are very rare. A patient with a past history of melanoma who presented with obstructive jaundice and in whom computerized tomography (CT) scanning revealed a spherical filling defect 1 cm in diameter at the lower end of the common bile duct is reported. The obstructing lesion was thought likely to be a gallstone. However, on surgical exploration it was found to be a polypoid melanoma metastasis, freely mobile within the lumen of the lower duct but attached to its wall by a thin stalk. There was no evidence of metastatic melanoma elsewhere in the abdomen. The tumour was removed without difficulty, completely relieving the obstructive jaundice. The patient remains well 14 months later, with no evidence of recurrent visceral melanoma.